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Trialkyltin(IV) carboxylates generally contain five-coordinate Sn atoms and are carboxylate-bridged polymers; see: Ng et al. (1988) . For the structure of tribenzyltin acetate, see : Ferguson et al. (1995) . For the structure of tribenzyltin p-nitrocinnamate, see: Thong et al. (2008) . For the use of the Hooft and Flack parameters in confirming the P2 1 space-group description, see: Hooft et al. (2008); Spek (2009) . The polar P2 1 space group is sometimes assigned incorrectly, see: Clemente & Marzotto (2003 , 2004 .
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Comment
Trialkyltin carboxylates generally adopt five-coordinate, carboxylate-bridged structures (Ng et al., 1988) , as exemplified by tribenzyltin acetate, which is polymeric with a short covalent and a long dative Sn-O bond [2.131 (2), 2.559 (2) Å] (Ferguson et al., 1995) . Other trialkyltin carboxylates have less uneven bonds; however, the repeat distance of such polymers is generally about 5.19 Å. This is approximately the value found in the tribenzyltin cinnamate (Scheme I). In tribenzyltin cinnamate, the Sn IV atom of the four independent carboxylate-bridged polymeric [Sn(C 7 The title compoud was refined in the polar P2 1 space group; PLATON (Spek, 2009) suggested the centric P2 1 /a space group with a 100% probability; the checking program examines the atomic coordinates. In fact, the h0l reflections that define an a-glide, though weak, are not systematically absent. The solution in the centric space group did not converge to a satisfactory R-index although the measurements are of high quality. Finally, the Flack parameter refined to 0.00 (2), an indication of the polar nature of the P2 1 space group. There are examples of incorrectly assigned space groups for which the Flack parameter also refined to zero but the present diffraction dataset has a large number of Friedel pairs that attest to the correctness of Flack parameter. As an additional check, the absolute structure parameter y (Hooft et al., 2008) was calculated using PLATON (Spek, 2009) . The resulting value of y is 0.00 (1), which indicates that the absolute structure has probably been determined correctly.
The assignment of P2 1 space groups is sometimes problematic. In this case, the h0l reflections are merely weak whereas in other cases, the h0l reflections are indeed systematically absent. Clemente & Marzotto (2003 , 2004 have presented examples of compounds refined in the P2 1 space group that should be described in higher-symmetry space groups.
Experimental
Tribenzyltin hydroxide was first prepared by the base hydrolysis of tribenzyltin chloride with 10% sodium hydroxide solution. The hydroxide (0.40 g, 1 mmol) and cinnamic acid (0.15 g, 1 mmol) were heated in ethanol (100 ml) until the reactants dissolved completely. The solution was then filtered and colorless crystals were obtained upon slow evaporation of the solvent.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 to 0.99 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 times U eq (C). The Flack parameter was calculated from 10328
Friedel pairs.
The h0l reflections that define an a-glide, though weak, are not systematically absent. Furthermore, the solution in the centric space group did not converge to a satisfactory R-index although the measurements are of high quality. Finally, the Flack parameter refined to 0.00 (2), an indication of the polar nature of the P2 1 space group.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) of a portion of the polymeric chain of Sn(C 7 H 7 ) 3 (C 8 H 7 O 2 ) at the 70% probability level (first formula unit); hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. ) of a portion of the polymeric chain of Sn(C 7 H 7 ) 3 (C 8 H 7 O 2 ) at the 70% probability level (fourth formula unit); hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
